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(For  the  Friendly  Viritor.) 

Ertradi from  a  MSi  written  on  the  following  text : 

For  the  invisible  things  of  him  from  I  he  crea¬ 
tion  of  the  world  are  clearly  seen,  being  under¬ 
stood  by  the  things  that  are  made,  even  his 
eternal  fKiwer  and  Godhead. — Rom.  i.  20. 

The  great  Book  of  nature  lies  open  to 
our  perusal,  and  we  are  endued  with  pow¬ 
ers  of  reasoning,  sufficient  to  comprehend 
its  contents. 

The  more  we  contemplate  the  works  of 
creation,  the  more  we  are  astonished  at 
the  mighty  power  of  God.  And,  moreover, 
what  our  fipite  capacities  cannot  discover 
from  the  great  Book  of  nature;  the  Al¬ 
mighty  God  has  been  pleased  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  us  by  special  revelation. 

The  Bible  informs  us  that  in  the  begin¬ 
ning  God  created  the  Heavens  and  the 
Earth. — But  that  the  Earth  was  without 
form  and  void.  And  how  long  this  begin¬ 
ning  was,  before  the  Earth  was  formed 
for  a  habitation  for  man,  we  need  not  pre¬ 
sume  to  inquire.  But  we  are  under  the 
necessity  of  believing  that  much  time 
elapsed  (if  we  may  call  it  time)  between 
the  creation  here  spoktm  of,  and  that 
afterwards  so  particularly  related  by  the 
sacred  Historian. 

When  the  Heavens  were  created,  they 
were  made  fhe  habitations  of  Angels:  for 
St.  Peter  and  St^  John  both  inform  us  of 
the  Angels  w’ho  kept  not  their  hrst  estate, 
and  who  were  expelled  from  heaven,  and 
doomed  to  everlasting  punishment. 

All  this  took  place  before  man  was  cre¬ 
ated  and  even  before  this  globe  which 
we  inhabit,  together  with  the  rest  of  this 
solar  system,  had  emerged  from  its  original 
chao3.  r 

Something  still  greater  took  place. — 
Christ  was  crucified  in  figure,  for  the  sins 
of  faMen  man  ;  although  man  was  not  yet 
creatad. 

When  all,  these  things  are  considered  as 
parts  of  ^pi)«  great  whole ;  we  are  aston¬ 


ished  at  the  greatness  of  the  Divine  pro¬ 
ceedings,  and  feel  the  poverty,  of  the  human 
capacity  to  conceive  of  such  stupendous 
works. 

The  first  thing  which  we  know  from 
revelation,  posterior  to  the  creation  of 
Heaven,  is,  that  heaven  was  inhabited  by 
the  ministering  spirits  of  God,  called  his 
Angels:  and  witti  the  information  that 
such  beings  existed,  we  are  also  told,  that 
a  part  of  them  having  left  their  first  estate; 
that  is,  having  in  some  way  or  other  of¬ 
fended  God,  were  expelled  from  heaven, 
and  reserved  in  everlasting  chains  under 
darkness  unto  the  judgment  of  the  great 
day. 

These  once  glorified  spirits  placed  in 
heaven  in  perfect  bliss,  efi^ued  with  the 
highest  powers  of  created  intelligence,  hav¬ 
ing  abused  the  powers  which  God  had 
given  them,  were  banished  for  ever  from 
the  divine  presence,  without  any  hope  of 
a  restoration. 

***««* 

It  does  not  appear  from  revelation  that 
an  idea  of  sin  had  ever  been  conceived, 
even  in  the  omniscient  mind  of  the  Deity, 
before  the  rebellion  of  the  fallen  Angels  ; 
nor  does  it  appear  that  Hell  had  .any  ex¬ 
istence  previous  to  their  fall, — for  it  is  said 
expressly  to  have  been  prepar^  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels. 

We  do  not  perceive  that  any  command 
had  been  given  them  to  test  their  obedience, 
nor  any  threat  to  deter  them  from  disobe¬ 
dience  :  yet  they  fell ! — never  to  be  rjte- 
stated !  ^ 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  app^|pi, 
that  God  at  first  created  the  Heavens  and 
all  matter ;  but  that  the  Heavens  only  were  ^ 
finished.  That  the  Heavens  and  llif- 
ferent  degrees  of  angelic  existence  formt^ 
the  glory  and  the  pleasure  of  the  divuie 
mind.  That  all  was  harmony,  all 
holy,  all  was  good. 

Sin  had  not  yet  found  its  way  into  those 
blest  abodes.  Angels  had  not  yet  conceived 
the  idea  of  becoming  Gods.  But,  alas  I 
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dazzled  by  the  refulgence  of  their  own 
splendour  and  brightness,  they  ventured 
to  usurp  the  dignity  of  the  omnipotent 
God ;  and  for  their  presumption  were 
expelled  hrom  those  blissful  regions  and 
doomed  to  everlasting  despair  and  remorse. 

Now  sin  had  entered  into  existence,  and 
now  a  punishment  was  prepared  for  it. — 
-Angels  by  rebelling  against  God  became 
Devils ;  and  Hell  was  prepared  for  the 
devil  and  his  angels. 

Heaven  being  thus  bereaved  of  a  portion 
of  its  inhabitants,  it  pleased  God  to  form 
this  world  wherein  to  train  a  race  of 

beings  to  be  fitted  for  celestial  enjoyment. 

«  *  «  «  * 

God  made  man  purposely  for  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  Heaven.  But  how  could  he  enjoy 
heaven  without  faculties  adequately  enno¬ 
bled  for  such  exalted  enjoyments  ? 

#  •  •  *  # 

Angels  undoubtedly  had  power  to  main¬ 
tain  their  allegiance  to  God,  or  to  rebel 
against  him,— otherwise  they  could  not 
have  incurred  the  divine  displeasure ;  and 
man,  made  in  the  image  of  God,  never 
could  have  offended  him,  unless  he  had 
been  endued  with  a  similar  capacity.  God 
made  man  upright;  but  he  hath  sought 

out  many  inventions. 

*  •  «  «  * 

We  know  that  man  is  a  sinner;  and  we 
know  from  divine  revelation  that  God 
made  him  upright.  We  learn  also  from 
the  same  source,  that  Christ  was  crucified 
in  figure  from  the  foundation  of  the  world, 

for  the  sins  of  fallen  man. 

#  #  #  #  # 

After  the  expulsion  of  the  rebellious 
Angels  from  the  blissful  regions,  it  pleased 
God  that  this,  world  should  be  formed  as  a 
proper  habitation  for  a  new  race  ef  beings 
to  be  trained  here  as  candidates  for  hea¬ 
ven,  ultimately  to  enjoy  those  mansions  of 
bliss  vacated  by  the  expulsion  of  the  rebel¬ 
lious  Angels.  These  new  beings,  to  be 
capable  of  celestial  enjoyment,  must  be 
endued  with  the  same  freedom  of  will 
as  that  which  the  rebellious  Angels  had 
abused.  This  the  omniscient  God  fore¬ 
saw  would  be  abused  by  man.  This,  it 
appears,  produced  a  pause  in  the  divine 
proceedings,  till  God  the  Son  engaged  to 
be  man’s  surety,  and  promised  to  pay 
every  forfeiture  incurred  by  him.  .Hence  it 
is  that  Christ  was  crucified  in  figure  from 
the  foundation  of  the  world. 

He  knew  that  map  would  sin,  as  well 
from  reason  as  from  infinite  knowledge. — 
Angels  without  being  tempted  had  sinned 


against  God ;  and  surely  man,  being  tempt¬ 
ed  would  also  rebel. 


(To  >>e  C -ontinued  ) 


A  VISION. 

(Concluded  from  page  117.) 

That  his  body  should  be  deposited  in 
a  certain  place  (which  he  pointed  out) 
from  whence  would  issue  a  fountain  of 
fine  clear  water,  where  if  the  patients 
bathed  with  a  Jlrm  belief*  that  it  was  of 
sufficient  efficacy  to  heal  their  (till  then 
inveterate)  disease,  it  was  a.  remedy  that 
would  never  fail  them.  Now,  sir,  (pro¬ 
ceeded  the  old  man)  without  doubt  you 
will  think  that  what  this  kind  friend  had 
done  for  us  was  enough  to  have  rendered 
us  all  completely  happy :  but  no !  by  a 
strange  fatality  the  chief  of  the  people  pay 
no  credit  to  it :  nay,  many  go  so  far  (or, 
more  properly,  I  may  say  are  so  mad)  as 
to  assert  they  have  no  need  of  this  restora¬ 
tive,  having  no  more  of  the  malady  than 
now-and-then  a  pimple  or  so,  which  pro¬ 
ceeds  from  nothing  more  than  breathing 
the  contagious  air.  Ifyou  contradict  them 
in  their  opinion,  they  deem  it  an  aspersion. 
But  several  of  the  more  thoughtful  ones 
have  been  for  some  time  preparing  to  set 
out,  in  order  to  make  a  trial  of  the  virtues 
of  this  wonderful  fountain :  and  yet  one 
would  suppose  it  did  not  require  much 
preparation,  for  it  is  but  a  very  little  way^ 
and  the  path  entirely  straight ;  so  that 
the  fountain  is  to  be  seen  long  before  they 
come  at  it.  The  amiable  man  moreover 
specified  in  his  will,  that  it  was  requisite 
we  should  dietf  ourselves,  and  be  otherwise 
very  temperate,  or  else  the  water  would 
have  no  effect,  but  rather  augment  the 
complaint :  but  poor  deluded  creatures ! 
they  listen  to  two  men,  Sophistry  and 
Self-will,  who  dissuade  them  from  their 
purpose,  when  they  have  formed  a  design 
of  making  a  trial:  and  so  they  excuse 
themselves,  saying,  it  is  too  much  trouble 
to  alter  their  way  of  living,  neither  indeed  . 
do  they  much  believe  any  thing  about  it. 
Some  indeed  there  are  who  diet  themselves, 
and  live  low,  vainly  imagining  that  that 
will  do,  and  in  those  false  sentiments  do 
they  continue,  till,  alas  !  they  are  fatally 
convinced  of  their  error.  This  we  should 
naturally  infer  would  be  a  warning  to  the 
rest :  and  so  indeed  for  a  while  it  appears : 

*  Faith  Iq  Chriit*s  atooement  f  Duties. 
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they  then  are  sallying  forth  with  great  alert* 
ness ;  but  what  with  dissuasions  and  jeers  on 
the  one  hand,  and  their  own  supineness 
and  disinclination  on  the  other,  so  it  is  that 
they  are  not  able  to  hold  their  purpose. 

There  have  been  instances  erf  some  who 
have  felt  the  restoring  effects  of  this  amaz¬ 
ing  water,  though  few  comparatively,  and 
(continued  my  companion)  I  myse^have 
reason  to  rejoice  in  it,  as  having  experi¬ 
enced  the  powerful  efficacy  of  it,  and  am 
now,  I  trust,  perfectly  recovered :  yet  I 
cannot  avoid  sometimes  being  troubled 
with  apprehensions  of  a  retuni :  but  when 
that  thought  occurs,  1  inimediately  go  and 
make  application  of  the  waters,*  and  that 
releases  me  from  my  fears. 

While  we  were  thus  discoursing,  we 
perceived  at  some  distance  a  large  company 
of  people  walking  in  a  seeming  hurry. — 
<Come,’  says  my  conductor,  ‘have  you 
any  inclination  to  be  present  at  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  bathing  ?  if  you  have,  we  must 
follow  those  people  who  go  yonder.^  As 
he  had  very  much  excited  my  curiosity  by 
the  relation  he  had  been  giving  me,  I  sig¬ 
nified  to  him,  that  it  would  afford  me  plea¬ 
sure  ;  so  we  quickened  our  pace,  and* 
presently  came  up  to  the  invalids  :  hot  in 
so  many  various  shapes  did  this  disease 
shew  itself,  as  was  astonishing.  Some  it 
affected  with  blindness;  others  were  so 
lame,  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  assist¬ 
ed  ;  while  some,  I  observed,  appeared 
quite  in  a  delirium,  capering  and  dancing 
as  if  nothing  ailed  them.  1  took  notice 
that  many  seemed  to  go  for  mere  custom 
sake,  and  not  for  any  service  they  expect¬ 
ed  to  receive ;  while  others,  anticipating 
the  pleasure  they  should  enjoy  from  a 
recovery,  went  on  with  an  alacrity  one 
would  hardly  have  thought  them  capable 
of,  from  the  weak  state  they  were  in. 

We  arrived  at  length  at  the  famous 
fbuntain;  which  was  situated  on  a  high 
mount,  unembellished  by  any  thing  but 
the  verdure  tliut  grew  around  it.  The 
sight  of  this  lon»-^oished-for  object  re¬ 
joiced  many  of  their  hearts.  The  next 
difficulty,  that  occurred  was  climbing  the 
bill  :!•  'many  of  them  declared  it  was  im¬ 
possible  to  be  performed ;  and  it  was  but 
a  few,  by  comparison,  who  durst  venture. 
However,  though  reason  forsook  the  hearts 
of sowie, courage  and  resolution  animated  the 
rest :  and  after  a  great  deal  of  puffing  and 
blowing,  we  found  ourselves  on  the  top 
of  the  hiH. 

Prayer,  f  Subduing  our  lusts  and  passions. 


But  their  manner  of  bathing  is  very 
singular : — As  soon  as  they  approach  the 
fountain,  they  take  off  their  clothes,^  and 
(be  they  ever  so  good  or  rich)  cast  them 
into  the  water,  and  then  plunge  in  directly 
after ;  and  what  was  very  astonishing  to 
me,  that  as  soon  as  they  emerged  from  the 
water,  they  found  themselves  eompietefy 
dressed,  but  with  apparel  whose  durable 
qualities  rendered  them  truly  valuable;^ 
for  their  properties  were  such,  that  they 
conferred  a  kind  of  robustness  and  vigour 
on  the  wearer;  their  virtues  being.sufficient 
to  convert  the  weakest  constitutions  into 
the  most  strong  and  athletic.  But  notwith¬ 
standing  these  encouraging  proofs,  which 
were  enough  to  have  impelled  them  for¬ 
ward,  it  was  a  very  affecting  sight  to 
behold  some  of  these  poor  wretches,  who 
were  so  silly  and  incredulous  as  to  doubt 
the  power  of  this  restorative  in  them  ^ 
neither  had  they  resolution  to  make  the 
experiment.  Not  far  off  I  observed  a 
company  of  misers, |t  as  they  appeared  to 
be,  from  their  dress  and  manner,  their 
clothes  beieg  much  pieced,  and  you  might 
discern  avarice  in  their  very  air. 

One  of  these  presented  himself  as  a 
proper  object  for  this  powerful  liquid  to 
shew  its  salutary  effects  upon  ;  -but  on  its 
being  signified  that  he  must  part  with  his 
raiment,  hugged  himself  the  closer  in  it ; 
and  retiring  backwards  with  some  precipi¬ 
tation,  to  manifest  his  disgust,  his  foot 
slipped,  and  he  tumbled  down  to  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  bill :  many  others  met  the  like 
fate :  some  were  much  hurt,  others  perished. 

Not  a  thought,  till  now,  had  entered  my 
mind  of  the  imminent  danger  I  was  in  of 
an  infection ;  the  apprehension  of  which 
alarmed  me  exceedingly;  and  I  was  pre¬ 
paring,  by  the  advice  of  my  conductor,  to 
plunge ;  and  had  actually,  I  thought, 
thrown  in  my  clothes,  but,  in  my  hurry, 
going  rather  too  near  the  old  gentleman,  I 
accidentally  gave  him  a  sudden  jerk  of 
the  elbow’,  the  motion  of  which,  and  the 
pain  it  occasioned,  startled  me  so  much, 
that  it  entirely  put  an  end  to  my  dream 
(if  it  may  be  so  termed)  and  my  imagina- 
ry  fears  together :  real  ones^  however,  took 
place,  from  the  source  which  occasioned 
the  above,  abated  much  of  the  satisfaction 
which  I  should  otherwise  have  enjoyed, 
from  finding  myself  (instead  of  being  in 
the  water)  comfortable  seated  in  my  chair. 

t  Our  own  righteousness. 

§  The  robes  of  righteousness. 

i|  Those  depending  on  fhetr  own  worlc^ 


CONTEMPLATIONS  ON  CREATION. 

Among  all  the  studies  that  engage  the 
mind  of  man,  the  best  adapted  to  bis  nature 
is  that  of  the  works  of  Omnipotence. — 
This  is  a  field  sufficiently  large  for  the 
most  fertile  genius  to  expand  its  faculties, 
and,  after  a  serious  contemplation,  to  learn 
its  own  weakness,  and  to  adore  that  Al¬ 
mighty  Being  who  spoke  the  whole  into 
existence,  and  still  supports  it  by  the  breath 
of  bis  mouth. 

The  other  evening,  when  the  last 
beams  of  departing  day  had  tinged  the 
fleecy  clouds  with  glowing  purple,  I  left 
the  scenes  of  mirth  and  jollity,  to  enjoy 
the  coolness  of  the  air,  and  meditate  on 
the  wonders  of  creation.  The  moon  adorn¬ 
ed  the  chambers  of  the  east,  and  threw  a 
silver  'mantle  over  the  verdant  carpet  of 
nature.  Not  the  least  noise  disturbed  the 
solemnity  of  the  scene ;  the  feathered  song¬ 
sters  of  the  groves  had  retired  to  rest,  and 
the  herds  and  flocks  were  sleeping  on  the 
grassy  surface  of  the  meadow.  In  this 
silent  and  retired  situation,  I  directed  my 
eye  towards  the  azure  arch  of  heaven, 
viewed  with  a  pleasing  surprise  the  grand 
theatre  of  the  universe,  and  wandered  in 
idea  through  the  boundless  fields  of  ether. 
I  remarked  some  of  the  planetary  globes 
which  form  our  solar  system,  now  shining 
with  distinguished  lustre,  and  reflected  on 
the  amazing  accuracy  with  which  they 
perform  their  respective  mothms  round  the 
sun.  Lost  in  contemplating  the  unbound¬ 
ed  scene,  and  unable  to  comprehend  the 
wonders  of  creation,  I  stood  for  some  time 
silent,  and  as  it  were,  buried  in  thought ; 
but  soon  recovering  from  this  pleasing 
reverie,  I  again  reflected,  and  again  found 
it  impossible  to  solve  the  many  diflicuHies 
which  at  once  presented  themselves  to  my 
mind. 

‘‘  What  power,  said  I  to  myself,  hath 
formed  yon  brilliant  globes  which  decorate 
the  grand  theatre  of  heaven,  and  move 
with  such  regularity  in  universal  space  ? 
Have  iliey  any  bases  on  which  they  rest? 
Are  they  sn}>ported_by  adamantine  pillars? 
No;  they  are  balanced  on  their  own  cen¬ 
tres,  and  pensile  in  the  fields  of  ether! 
What !  pensile  in  the  fields  of  ether  !  The 
mind  recoils  at  the  thought !  Is  a  fluid  of 
such  amazing  tenuity  sufficient  to  support 
globes  of  such  astonishing  magnitude  ? 
globes,  which,  if  astronomers  are  to  be 
believed,  and  they  have  sufficient  reasons 
for  what  they  assert,  are  many  of  them 
larger  than  the  earth  we  inhabit !  Surely 


bodies  like  these  must  have  some  basis, 
some  foundation  on  which  they  rest.  No! 
they  are  self-balanced  in  the  ethereal  fluid, 
and  continued  in  their  orbits  by  the  laws 
of  attraction  and  projection;  laws  which 
support  them  more  firmly  than  the  rocky 
basis  of  the  mountains.  But  what  is  this 
grand,  this  amazing  principle  of  attraction  ? 
Alas !  human  reason  is  lost  in  attempting 
to  explain  it.  A  thousand  experiments 
convince  us  of  its  existence ;  but  in  what 
it  consists,  surpasses  the  limits  of  human 
reason  to  determine.  It  is  the  cement  of 
universal  nature ;  it  causes  the  vapoury  to 
ascend  into  the  aerial  reservoirs,  and  again 
precipitate  in  balmy  drops  of  rain ;  it  forms 
the  bars  and  doors  with  which  the  Almighty 
shuts  up  the  foaming  ocean,^and  curbed  the 
rage  of  its  impetuous  waves  to  .it  the 
mountains  owe  their  unshaken  firmness, 
and  the  nerves  of  animals  their  strength, 
The  rivers  circulate  by  its  power,  the 
stagnant  lakes  derive  from  it  their  .glassy 
surface.  It  causes  the  sap  to  rise  in  veg¬ 
etables,  and  decorates  the  earth  with  drops 
of  dew. 

‘^Tell  me  ye  that  pretend  the  world 
owed  its  origin  to  chance,  who  imposed 
this  astonishing,  this  beautiful  law,  on  the 
various  globes  which  move  with  such  har¬ 
monious  regularity  in  unbounded  space? 
Surely  some  Being  wiser  than  yourselves 
must  be  its  author;  as  you  are  unable,  in 
a  thousand  instances,  to  explain  its  effects, 
and  even  to  tell  us  in  what  it  consists. — 
Remember,  it  was  not  yesterday  that  it 
first  exerted  its  force ;  it  had  its  origin 
with  nature,  and  was  imposed  on  the  globes 
of  the  universe  when  they  first  emerged 
from  their  chaotic  state,  nor  has  time  been 
able  to  impair  its  effects ;  it  still  subsists 
in  its  full  force,  and  will  subsist  to  the 
latest  ages.  Blush,  therefore,  at  your 
folly,  ye  thoughtless  mortals,  ye  beings  of 
a  day !  Acknowledge^ltvour  ignorance, 
and  candidly  own  whai^  little  reflection 
must  teach  you,  that  a  Ffeing  infinitely 
wise,  and  infinitely  powerful,  presides 
over  the  universe;  that  it  was  he  who 
called  these  beautiful  globes  into  existence, 
and  impressed  upon  them  this  extensive, 
this  astonishing  law.  Come,  leave  your 
grovelling  thoughts,  and  soar  with  me  to 
the  planetary  regions,  meditate  on  the 
wonders  of  creation,  and,  instead  of  ascrib¬ 
ing  to  fortuitous  causes,  or  chemical  affin¬ 
ities,  the  phenomena  with  which  you  are 
encircled,  adore  your  Maker  and  your 
God. 
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Reflect  for  a  moment,  that  it  is  to  him  that  they  placed  implicit  confidence  in  bis 


you  are  indebted  for  your  existence,  and 
all  the  comforts  you  enjoy :  from  him  the 
streams  of  happiness  flow,  and  his  indul¬ 
gent  care  guards  you  from  every  evil.  It 
is  he  that  causeth  the  sun  to  rise,  and 
teacheth  the  day-spring  to  know  its  place: 
that  calls  the  thunder  from  the  bursting 
cloud,  and  directs  the  lightning’s  rapid 
shaft ;  that  guides  the  furious  blasts  of  the 
tempest,  and  shakes  the  solid  foundations 
of  the  earth.  Retire  into  yourselves,  ye 
giddy  mortals ;  reflect  on  your  own  weak¬ 
ness,  your  ignorance,  your  folly,  and  you 
will  soon  be  convinced  how  unable  ye 
are  to  oppose  the  hand  that  formed  the 
universe,  and  contend  with  that  wisdom 
which  planned  the  laws  of  nature.  Re¬ 
member,  your  actions  are  all  exposed  to 
his  view ;  nor  are  the  most  secret  thoughts 
of  your  hearts  concealed  from  his  all- 
searching  eye.  The  pitchy  mantle  of  the 
nigbl  cannot  hide  any  thing  from  him ; 
nor  is  the  enormous  mass  of  waters  that 
cover  the  rocky  bottom  of  the  ocean,  a 
veil  sufficient  to  exclude  his  sight.  Trem¬ 
ble,  therefore,  ye  scoffers  of  Providence, 
ye  sons  of  rapine,  of  riot,  of  violence,  and 
of  wrong ;  he  observes  every  unjust  action, 
and  will  surely  punish  it.  Vengeance, 
terrible  as  the  dusty  whirlwinds  of  the 
Arabian  deserts,  and  sudden  as  the  light¬ 
ning’s  flash,  will  overtake  you,  and  pour 
upon  your  heads  the  wrath  of  an  offende^d 
Creator.  But  remember,  it  is  not  yet  too 
late  to  prevent  the  stroke.  It  is  indeed 
impossible  to  contend  with,  but  not  to 
deprecate,  his  fury.  Mercy,  that  darling 
attribute  of  the  Deity,  will  soothe  his  in¬ 
dignation,  and  disarm  his  justice. 

Leave,  therefore,  for  a  moment  the 
scenes  of  injustice,  of  riot,  and  debauch¬ 
ery,  and  retire  with  me  to  the  sequestered 
fields,  contemplate  the  astonishing  sci  nes 
of  the  universe,  and  you  will  soon  learn  to 
adore  their  great,  their  almighty  Author, 
and  be  convinced  that  happiness  is  only  to 
be  found  in  the  paths  of  virtue.” 

"  PRESENCE  OF  MIND. 

After  receiving  his  rents.  Lord  C. 
was  in  the  habit  of  retiring  with  his  stew¬ 
ard  to  his  study,  and  there,  after  settling 
his  accounts,  of  depositing  the  money  in 
his  strong  box  till  the  next  day,  when  the 
steward  was  sent  with  it  to  the  bank. — 
This  man  had  lived  with  his  Lordship’s 
father,  and  was  so  beloved  by  the  family, 


integrity  and  worth.  For  some  time  his 
Lordship  had,  upon  inspecting  the  bank¬ 
er’s  book,  and  upon  reference  to  his  pri¬ 
vate  account,  found  that  the  sum  they 
credited  him  was  always  short  of  that  he 
sent.  This  being  continued,  led  to  severe 
investigations;  but  no  result  that  came 
out  satisfied  him  how  the  deficiency  could 
happen.  Some  of  the  servants  came  under 
his  displeasure,  and  they  were  at  various 
periods  dismissed. 

On  one  particular  rent-day  he  placed 
the  money  in  a  different  room,  still  having 
for  his  confidant  the  old  steward,  who  of 
course  joined  with  his  lord  in  regretting 
his  late  losses.  On  the  same  night,  the 
house-maid  went  to  this  room  to  see  that 
the  shutters  were  safe;  and,  recollecting 
that  she  had  to  clean  it  out  very  early,  she 
thought  it  not  worth  while  to  go  to  bed, 
but  determined  to  lay  herself  down  and 
sleep  on  the  sofa.  She  did  so,  and  put 
out  the  candle. 

When  half  asleep  she  was  awaked  by  a 
noise  at  the  door,  and  she  was  just  going 
to  start  up  and  ring  the  bell,  thinking  it 
was  thieves,  when  it  slowly  opened,  and 
in  walked  the  old  steward-  He  looked 

s  •• 

cautiously  round  and  hesitated  ;  but  seeing 
no  object,  he  went  to  the  escrutoire  where 
his  lord  had  locked  his  rent  up,  after 
opening  the  lock,  took  out  what  he  pleased, 
and  then  relocking  the  drawer,  was  going 
out,  when  the  reflection  of  the  candle  upon 
the  servant’s  clothes  caught  his  eye  !  He 
started  ;  but — she  might  be  asleep  and  his 
transoressions  not  witnessed. 

o 

To  be  assured  of  this  he  went  to  the 
sofa  and  flashed  the  candle  backwards  and 
forwards  before  her  eyes.  The  girl  lay 
still.  He  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket, 
drew  out  a  clasp  knife,  and  opened  it. — 
He  flashed  it  before  her  eyes.  The  girl 
lay  still.  He  then  put  it  to  her  throat, « 
drew  it  across  and  across  it,  till  she  could 
feel  the  edge  almost  cut  her.  She  was 
now  aware  that  silence  could  alone  save 
her  life :  for  did  she  move,  he  would  of 
course  murder  her.  She  had  presence  of 
mind  to  lay  still  as  death.  Satisfied  after 
this  terrible  trial,  that  she  must  be  fast 
asleep,  he  closed  the  knife,  and  walked 
out  of  the  room. 

The  frighted  girl  waited  till  she  heard 
his  footsteps  faint  away;  and  then  she 
rushed  up  to  the  chamber  of  her  lord,  and 
awakening  him  she  detailed  the  whole  of 
the  scene,  begging  his  lordship  to  satisfy 
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himself  of  the  truth.  She  had  no  sooner 
told  her  story  than  she  fainted.  Lord  C.  A  Quaker  residing  at  Paris,  was  waited 
hardly  credited  her ;  but  he  arose,  leaving  on  by  four  of  his  workmen  in  order  to 
Lady  C.  to  take  care  of  the  girl ;  and,  make  their  compliments,  and  ask  for  their 
after  calling  up  his  valet  and  other  servants,  usual  new  yearns  gifts.  Well,  my  friends,’^ 
proceeded  to  search  for  the  steward.  said  the  Quaker,  ^^here  are  your  gifts; 

His  apartments  being  in  a  different  wing  choose  fifteen  francs  or  the  Bible.”  ‘‘I 
of  the  house,  they  looked  all  about,  and  don’t  know  how  to  read,”  said  the  first, 
then  cautiously  made  their  way  to  his  so  I  take  the  fifteen  francs.”  I  can  read,” 
room.  One  of  the  men  climbed  up  to  said  the  second,  ^‘but  I  have  pressing 
the  window,  and  saw  the  old  man  counting  wants.”  He  took  the  fifteen  francs.  The 
money  He  descended  and  told  this ;  and  third  also  made  the  same  choice.  He  now 
then  they  rushed  into  the  room,  and,  before  came  to  the  fourth,  a  young  lad  about  thir- 
the  villain  could  hide  his  prize,  they  had  teen  or  fourteen.  The  Quaker  looked  at 
him  a  prisoner.  His  Lordship  identified  him  with  an  air  of  goodness.  ‘‘Will  you 
the  bank  notes  found  upon  him,  and  he  too  take  these  three  pjfeces,  which  you  may 
Vas,  after  a  severe  examination,  sent  to  obtain  at  any  time  by  your  labour  and  in¬ 
prison.  dustry  ?”  * 

Afraid  of  being  executed,  and  dreading  As  you  say  the  book  is  good,  1  jrill 
to  face  his  injured  lord  and  various  other  take  it,  and  read  from  it  to  my  moQilir,” 
gentlemen  who  had  placed  confidence  in  replied  the  boy.  Hetook  the  Bible, 
him,  he  jnit  an  end  to  his  life  by  cutting  it,  and  found  between  the  leaves  a  golafp!^ 
his  own  throat ;  not  before  he  had  left  a  of  forty  francs.  The  others  hung  dowtNlSeir 
letter  detailing  the  sums  lie  had  purloined,  heads,  and  the  Quaker  told  them  he  Was 
and  where  his  master  could  find  them. —  sorry  they  had  not  made  a  better  chmce. 
Justice  being  frustrated  by  his  not  being  — 

made  an  example  of,  his  Lordship  was  KING  ALFREO. 

not  sorry  to  be  spared  accusing  his  old  Turing  the  retreat  of  the  famous  King 
and  hitherto  supposed  faithful  servant,  and  Alfred,  at  Athelney,  in  Somersetshire, 
the  whole  was  hushed  up  as  much  as  pos-  defeat  of  his  forces  by  the  Danes, 

sible.  the  following  circumstance  happened ; 

We  return  to  the  poor  girl.  After  a  which,  while  it  convinces  us  of  the  extrem- 
great  deal  of  care,  she  recovered  so  as  which  that  great  man  was  reduced, 

again  to  repeat  before  the  steward  her  ®  striking  proof  of  his  pious 

evidence ;  but  when  she  came  to  that  part  benevolent  disposition.  A  beggar 

where  she  felt  the  knife  touch  her  throat,  **'^**??  request- 

Ihe  horror  of  the  circumstance  threw  her  when  his  Queen  informed  him, 

into  convulsions,  and  she  went  mad.  “  one  small  loaf  remain- 

-- -  ing,  w'hich  was  not  sufficient  for  themselves 

BE  KINDLY  AFFECTIONATE.  nnd  their  friends,  who  were  gone  in  quest 

Monicha^  Austin’s  mother,  had  a  very  offood,  though  with  little  hopes  of  success.” 
ill  husband,  of  a  very  cross  and  perverse  The  King  replied,  “Give  the  poor  Chris- 
di^IKisition.  A  heathen  woman  who  lived  one  half  of  the  loaf ;  he  that  could 
near  her,  asked  her,  “  Hriw  comes  it  to  f^^^d  five  thousand  men  with  five  loaves 
pass,  that  you  and  yqur  husband  live  so  and  two  fishes,  can  certainly  make  that 
well  together  ?  We  know  vour  husband  half  loaf  suffice  for  more  than  our  neces- 
is  of  a  very  cross  and  perverse  disposition,  sity.”  Accordingly  the  poor  man  was 
yet  we  see  nothing  but  a  great  deal  of  relieved,  and  this  noble  act  of  charity  soon 
sweetness  and  hive  between  you ;  it  is  not  recompensed  by  a  providential  store  of 
so  with  us,  we  cannot  do  so.”  Monicha  fresh  provisions,  with  which  his  people 

answered.  “  It  may  be,  when  your  husband  returned.  - 

is  untoward  and  perverse,  you  are  perverse  When  Picus  was  in  dying  circumstances, 
again,  and  give  him  cross  answers:  but  his  nephew,  a  youth  of  excellent  parts, 
the  Christian  religinn  teaches  me  other-  advised  him  to  receive  death  as  the  end  of 
wise.  When  my  husband  comes  home,  **11  his  suffering.  No,  said  he,  I  would 
and  is  in  a  passion,  the  Christian  rdigion  not  desire  the  death  of  this  body,  but  for 
teaches  me  to  be. as  loving,  dutiful  and  the  death  of  sin,  for  when  life  ends  I  shall 
amiable  to  him  as  I  can,  so  I  have  gained  sin  no  more;  and  that  alone  makes  death 
the  heart  of  my  husband.”  desirable. 
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PAUL  IN  A  STRAIT. 

For  I  am  in  a  strait  betwixt  two,  having  a 
desire  to  depart  and  to  be  with  Christy  which  is  far 
better. — Pbil.  i.  23. 

To  die,  to  enter  into  rest ; 

To  die,  to  mingle  with  the  blest; 

To  die,  to  'go  to  Abram’s  breast, 

It  better  far  for  me : 

To  die, — at  once  the  vict’ry  win ; 

To  die,  and  never,  never  sin ; 

To  die,  to  be  with  Christ  shut  in. 

Is  gain  immense  and  free. 

To  live,  to  labour,  watch,  and  pray; 

To  live,  in  perils  night  and  day; 

To  live,  ei  posed  to  scorn  alway, 

Is  woful  misery : 

lH»ni|re,  to  preach,  exhort,  advise ; 
to  teach  men  to  be  wise, 
fia^e  race  and  gain  the  prize, 

Is  greater  charity. 

strait — to  live — to  die  ? 

.  to  peaceful  realms  on  high ; 

«||H^ms  to  roam  beneath  the  sky, 

'  In  sad  anxiety : 

rXi^ipIp^fore  reason  thus  in  vain,' 
JSP^W^th  or  life,  or  bliss,  or  pain, 
is  Christ,  to  die  it  gain,” 
Throughout  eternity. 


,,  HOPE. 

Hopei  precious,  blooming  flower, 
Earnest  of  all  things  dear. 

But  for  thy  saving  power 
Who  could  live  happy  here  ? 

In  childhood,  youth,  and  riper  years. 
Kind  handmaid  thro’  this  vale  of  tears. 

The  choicest  w^ords,  set  forth 
With  strongest  emphasis, 

Can  ne’er  declare  thy  worth 
In  such  a  world  as  this : 

For  words  are  poor ;  they  ne’er  defin’d 
Ihy  benefits  to  human  kind. 

What  would  my  life  have  been 
But  hardship,  grief  and  care. 

Eternally  between 

The  millstones  of  despair  ? 

But  hope  advanc’d  on  speedy  wing, 

To  cheer  me,  and  new  succours  bring. 

Each  dav^  each  hour  abound 
With  failing  kindnesses : 

Snares  every  where  are  found, 

And  broken  promises; 

Distressing  doubts  assail  my  soul  amain. 
But  hope  steps  in,  and  peace  returns  again 

My  soul  would  soon  be  made 
A  isell  in  miniature, 

But  for  thy  balmy  aid, 

Cviving  relief  or  cure ; 

For  what  is  hell,  but  loss  of  thee. 

With  endless  pains  and  misery  ? 

Attend  me,  then,  through  life, 

Blest  minister  of  grace, 

Till  grief,  and  toil,  and  strife, 

A^d  pain,  and  death  shall  cease : 

I’ll  then  dismUs  my  guardian  fair, 

And  mount  where  God  and  angels  are. 


LUKE  XIX.  21. 

And  must  I  part  with  all  1  have, 

My  dearest  Lord,  for  thee  ? 

It  is  but  right,  since  thou  bast  done 
Much  more  than  this  for  me. 

Yes,  let  it  go— one  look  from  thee 
Will  more  than  make  amends 

For  all  the  losses  1  sustain, 

Of  credit,  riches,  friends. 

Ten  thousand  worlds,  ten  thousand  lives. 
How  worthless  they  appear, 

Compar’d  with  thee,  supremely  good. 
Divinely  bright  and  fair. 

Saviour  of  souls !  could  I  from  thee 
A  single  smile  obtain. 

Though  destitute  of  all  things  else, 

I’ll  glory  in  my  gain. 


TBB  mzBWBiiir  imnom. 
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Christian  Perfection. — Christian  Per¬ 
fection  is  loving  God  with  all  the  heart. 
And  to  do  this,  our  will  must  be  given  up 
to  his  will;  so  that  whatever  we  are  di¬ 
rected  by  him  to  do,  we  do  ;  whatever  to 
be  left  undone,  not  to  do ;  and  therefore  the 
rule  of  our  Lord  as  relates  to  our  fellow- 
creatures,  should  be  the^governing  princi¬ 
ple.  Whatsoever  ye  would  men  should 
do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  theogy^  But 
does  not  this  state  exclude  all  anplr,  pride, 
self-will,  &c.  ?  It  does  not  desiroy  so  that 
these  things  are  not  felt,  but  subdue^  and 
therefore  sin  has  not  the  dominion  but 
grace.  Shall  we  then  still  feel  such  tem¬ 
pers  ?  we  shall :  but  they  are  checked 
by  grace..  ^‘In  patience  possess  ye  your 
souls, — Let  patience  have  its  perfect  work, 
and  ye  shall  be  perfect,  wanting  nothing.^^ 
So  that  Cliristian  Perfection  consist^n  th^ 
exercise  of  all  the  virtues  of  Chria^ityi 
and  the  continual  guard  or  watc^Bieas 
we  may  have  over  and  agidnst  ^^MMit 
militates  against  that  righteousness, ^Bace 
and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  cb^ti- 
tutes  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  ft  is  not 
experiencetf  in  a  moment  by  helievtng  as 
some  speak ;  but  faith  is  yet  its  foundation, 
and  as  the  builder  lays  on  one  course  after 
another,  until  the  building  is  complete,  so 
the  Christian  adds  to  his  faith  virtue,  to 
virtue,  knowledge,  tern  perigee,  godlinesa^;. 
&c.  &c.  And  the  top  stone  is  at  last 
brought  forth,  with  shouting  grace,  grace 
unto  it :  for  ^  by  grace  are  ye  saved 
through  faith,  and  that  not  of  yourselves, 
it  is  the  gift  of  God*^^ 


DOMESTIC.  the  R 

On  the  2nd  instant,  snow  fell  in  Richmond, 

Va.  thi  •ee  inches  deep.  On 

On  the  9th  instant,  the  Northern  Canal  was 
filled  with  water,  and  boats  arrived  at,  and  Carol 
departed  from  Albany.  The  Erie  Canal  was  to  place, 
be  filled  the  nejit  day.  Only  one  line  of  packet  Onl 
boats  wilt  be  run,  on  account  of  the  increase  Mr.  vi 
of  toll,  of  w'hich  the  Western  papers  complain  ofthii 
very  much.  q„ 

Two  freight  vessels  were  towed  last  week  by 
the  Steam-Boat  Henry  Eckford  to  Albany,  from  ^  j 
this  city,  in  twenty-three  hours.  This  promises 
to  be  a  benefit  to  the  public,  as  being  safer  and  ° 
more  exp«3ditious  than  the  sloops.  • 

A  very  destructive  fire  occurred  iii  Boston 
last  week,  by  which  fifty  three  buildings  were  ^ 
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